
Long-awaited Peck Park skate park almost ready to open in San Pedro 

Skater Riley Stevens hits one of the jumps al the barely completed Peck Park Skate Park in San Pedro on Thursday, July 17, 2014 during a 
video shoot for Councilman Buscaino's invite for the Grand Opening which will be held on Friday, August 15, at 5:30pm. 

By Donna Litt lejohn The Daily Breeze 

Posted: 07/18/14, 7:56 PM PDT I Updated: 3 days ago 

Construction of a new skatepark at Peck Park in San Pedro is complete but still needs perimeter landscaping before it officially opens in early August. 
Thursday, July 17, 2014, San Pedro, CA. (Steve McCrank I Staff Photographer) 

San Pedro's new skate plaza at Peck Park won't open for another couple of weeks. 

But that hasn't stopped skaters from getting beyond the fencing lo give the new attraction along Western Avenue a preliminary spin. 

While the grand opening is set for 5:30 p.m. Aug. 15, skaters can't seem to resist the temptation now that the plaza is finished, awaiting only some 
perimeter landscaping. 

"TI1ey're trying it out," said Mark Mariscal, region superintendent with the Los Angeles' Department of Recreation and Parks, who said park offi cials 
chased out about 20 skaters earlier this week. 

But they were back within hours. 

Because the plaza isn't open yet, however, liability issues loom, leading park and police officials to adopt a more hard-line approach in the days to 
come. From now on, police will be citing skaters with fines. 

City officials hope to resolve the matter by establishing an unofficial "soil" opening sometime before the Aug. 15 ceremony. 

Andy Harris of the San Pedro Skalepark Association, said the eagerness is to be expected considering how long local skaters have lobbied for a facility 
at Peck Park. The idea was first Boated some 15 years ago. 
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Long-awaited Peck Park skate park almost ready to open in San Pedro 

"That's what they get for taking as long as they did," said Harris, who served as an adviser on the design. "l don't know what they would expect." 

The city finally began soliciting 1Ccdh11ck 011 a skate park design in 20 10. 

With the strong backing of the Northwest Snn Pedro Neighborhood Council and Los Angeles Councilm1111 Joe Buscaino, a groundbreaking for the 
$800 000 skntc plaza wns held jn Fcbruarv 2013, with the anticipation that it could be completed by fall the same year. 

Judging by the growing popularity of the Instagram hashtag #peckparkskatepark, Harris said, the plaza is destined lo be a much-used attraction. 

Wit11 several contiguous bowls, the design has something for everyone, from beginners to experts, Harris said. 

lt will become the 22nd skate purk built in the city of Los Angele.~. 

"ll's a lot more dynamic" than skate parks constructed in earlier eras, Harris said. "It's much more in line with the real top-notch skate parks in the 
Pacific Northwest." 

The original square footage, however, was pared down a bit from original plans, Harris said. 

Originally, he said, the idea was to make it a hybrid design with hoth howl und strcctscnpc clements, such as rails and other structures characteristic of 
an urban street that draws skaters. 

"We lost some square footage, which was kind ofa bummer," Harris said. "That made us change the design a little bit from a hybrid street-and-bowl 
design to pretty much just bowl skating." 

Harris thought that among the challenges in building the skate plaza at the site chosen by the city wa~ the slight grade in the topography. The area 
where the plaza was built is on the for western perimeter of the rambling city park that features picnic areas, basketball courts, hiking trails, baseball 
diamonds, a gymnas ium and an outdoor swimming pool. 

Craig Raines, the city landscape architect who oversaw much of the project, said the size wa~n't changed by a significant amount, although the design 
was "tweaked." 

The plaza is about 8,000 square feet. 

Anticipating problems with tagging, city officials already have worked out a plan with Harris' group to provide needed supplies so users oflhe plaza 
will be responsible for painting out any graffiti that appears. 

San Pedro's only other skate park - under a freeway overpass at Channel Street - was constructed by skaters years ago with no fonnal approvals 
from either the city or the California Department of Transportation, which owns the property. 

That park is scheduled to close down temporarily this fall for a year-and-a-half so improvements c1111 be made to the overpass. But Harris said it will 
reopen after that, with plans to apply for gr1111t money to beautify the landscaping around the area. 

Financing for the new plaza at Peck Park came from city Quimby fonds, fees collected from developers to provide more parks and open space. 

The Tony Hawk Foundation al~o donated $27.000 toward the project, bringing with it recognition from the popular skateboarding legend. The 
foundation will be on hund for the ribbon-cutting, Harris said, but it is not known whether Hawk will attend. 

Harris said skaters would Jove to see another plaza al perhaps Angels Gate Park or maybe along San Pedro's redeveloped waterfront, where some of 
the hoped-for urban streetscape elements could be incorporated. 

Despite the paring down of size in the original plans, region superintendent Mariscal said the plaza will be "one of our bigger" skate parks. 

About the Author 
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7-29-14 CC Agenda 

Attachment: Skate Park Proposal 

Skate Park Site Analysis Criteria 
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Skate Park Site Analysis Critieria 

As part of their preliminary research on potential skate park sites, ML +A consulting firm 
prepared a draft list of Skate Park Selection Critieria. ML +A noted that it was unlikely 
that any one site would match all of the criteria listed above. The following is a brief 
review of how SPV's proposal matches the criteria. 

Land Use 

1) Compatible zoning and general plan designation: Discussed above. 

Site Conditions/Existing Use Compatibility 

1) Adequate Space for 14, 000-15, 000 sf minimum skate park and dimensions: 
SPV's design is preliminary and its precise dimensions have not been analyzed 
by staff. 

2) Suitable soil and geology: Has not been studied for this particular proposal. 
3) Does not damage natural or cultural resources: The proposed design would 

reduce the size of the existing grass area. 
4) Does not displace an existing recreation element or program: The proposal 

could displace the sand volleyball court. SPV's proposal calls for them to 
relocate the court if necessary. 

5) Minimal conflict with other users/activities: There is minimal activity in that area, 
except for cultural events such as the 4th of July. SPV has stated that the skate 
plaza could be used for such events. 

6) Flat to gentle, rolling topography: Yes, although significant grading would be 
required. 

7) Positive drainage into natural or existing drainage system: Site currently drains 
properly. Drainage has not been studied for this particular proposal. 

8) Appropriate surfaces (minimal demolition required): Yes. 

Location 

1) Site centralized to where users congregate: Site is located at a public park, 
although site is not currently frequented by skateboarders. 

2) Close to commercial and/or institutional activity: Located near to City Hall, 
Salvation Army, and the Golden Cove Shopping Mall. 

Accessibility 

1) Existing bus access (near bus route or existing stop): yes 
2) Skateboarding proximity to skate park: Steepness of Hawthorne Boulevard 

makes skateboard access difficult and raises concerns about the dangerous 
practice of high-speed "skate bombing" 

3) Biking proximity: Hawthorne Boulevard is a popular, although strenuous bike 
route due to its steep incline. 
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4) Driving proximity to skate park: While not centrally located in the City, the site is 
easily accessible by car. 

5) Proximity to a major arterial road: yes 
6) Potential for auto drop-off: yes 
7) Site ADA compliant: ADA compliance would be a necessary factor in the design 

and construction of the skate plaza, parking space, restroom and other amenities 

Neighborhood Compatibility 

1) Minimal conflict with neighborhood uses (e.g. avoiding noise and physical 
conflicts): The proposed site is not adjacent to any residences. Potential noise 
impacts have not been assessed. Night-time skating would not be permitted. 

2) No obstruction of protected views: To be determined. The sunken design of the 
proposal would minimize view impact. SPV's proposal includes an approximately 
four-foot high wall above current grade. Impact on residents would likely be 
minimal, although view of arriving and departing motorist could be impacted. 

Health and Safety 

1) Protected from major arterial roads: Yes 
2) Emergency vehicle access: Yes 
3) Maintenance crew accessibility: Yes 
4) Good visibility for public surveillance and safety: Site is in open area of Point 

Vicente Park-visibility and lighting needs further review. 
5) Restricted night access to vehicles to prevent skateboarding by car lights: 

Potential design concern, Point Vicente Park is currently accessible at night. 
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